
How to identify the size of a BSP threaded fitt ing 

Most  f i t t ings  used in  the  UK  fo r  i r r igat ion,  pump in le ts  and out le ts ,  p lumbing 
p ipework  and  genera l  commerc ia l  and  indus t r i a l  p ipework  i s  ca r r i ed  ou t  us ing  
p ipes  and  f i t t i ngs  tha t  have  a  BSP  th read .      

Jus t  to  con fuse  you ,  we genera l l y  re fer  to  a  f i t t i ng  by s i ze ,  a  1”  BSP n ipp l e i s  a l so  
known as  a  25mm BSP n ipp l e  bu t  th i s  ac tua l l y  re fers  to  the  ins ide  d iameter.    The  
ou ts ide  d i ameter  fo r  a  1”  BSP  f i t t i ng  i s  not  1”  or  25mm i t  i s  i n  fac t  33 .249mm at  
the  wides t  po in t .  

To  iden t i fy  exac t l y  wh i ch  f i t t i ng  you  have,  measure  across  the  th read  where  the  
red  a r rows a re  on  the  image bel ow.   Now re fer  to  the  “Actual  Major  Diameter ”  
co lumn on  the  char t  and  then  l ook  l e f t  to  see  the  Met r i c  and  Imper i a l  name o f  tha t  
s i ze .    Be l ow i s  the char t  o f  names and  ac tua l  measured  s i zes  fo r  BSPT f i t t ings .  

Metr ic  Name Imperia l  Name Actual  Major  
Diameter  in  mm 

Between red arrows 

Actual  Major  
Diameter  in  inches 

6mm 1/8 ” 9 .728mm 0.383

8mm ¼” 13 .157mm 0.518

10mm 3/8 ” 16 .662mm 0.656

15mm ½” 20 .995mm 0.825

20mm ¾” 26 .441mm 1.041

25mm 1” 33 .249mm 1.309

32mm 1 ¼” 41 .91mm 1.65

40mm 1 ½” 47 .803mm 1.882

50mm 2” 59 .614mm 2.347

65mm 2 ½” 75 .184mm 2.96

75mm o r  80mm 3 ”  87 .884mm 3 .46  

100mm 4” 113 .03mm 4.45

125mm 5” 138 .43mm 5.45

150mm 6” 163 .83mm 6.45

To accurately identify any BSPP or BSPT fitting, measure from one side of the thread to the 
other and refer to the chart above.   EG:   If the fitting measured 33.249mm across, it is a 1” 

BSP fitting and you would refer to it as a 1” BSP fitting.   A 2” fitting would measure 
59.614mm across the threads, it is still called a 2” BSP fitting. 


